for a sharp reduction in benefits and a rise in workfare practices. This serves to construct welfare recipients as undeserving (Peck, 2001) and their lifestyles as open to critique and legitimately subject to discipline.
Gendered analysis of the politics of austerity, which followed the 2008 financial crisis, demonstrates that 'the current crisis is far from simply a standard downside of a business cycle. Rather, it is likely to lead to far-reaching social and economic change' (Rubery, 2014: 25) . Women have been disproportionately affected in terms of their relative position in the labour market compared to men (Bettio and Verashchagina, 2014) and the introduction of workfare schemes have had problematic consequences in terms of gender equality (Perrons and Plomien, 2014) . Critical feminist political economy has shown how responses to the crisis accelerated the already existing crisis of social reproduction (Elson, 2009 ) and, more generally, how the 'neoliberal state's aggressive reordering of people's daily lives extends ... into the household and spheres of reproduction' (LeBaron, 2010: 890) . This paper builds on these approaches. However, I argue that dimensions of criminalisation and disciplining and their consequences for the lives of women have been marginalised in the literature (for a notable exception, see LeBaron and Roberts (2010) on the carceral state) but should be brought to the forefront given their devastating effects on people's lives. The UK's Politics of Community serves as a case study to highlight these dimensions.
Drawing on the work of Waquant I argue for an understanding of neoliberalism which moves from a concern with 'economic policies promoting the virtues of lightly regulated markets over state activity, towards a more sociological conception' where we recognise that there is a 'functional need for interdependent linkages between strategies of "state-craft" -state orchestrated economic and social control' (Stenson, 2013: 42) . Economic policies are thus accompanied by 'tough, punitive modes of policing, criminal justice and punishment, along with a shift away from state-funded welfare benefit safety-nets for the poor towards more conditional "workfare" policies' (Stenson, 2013: 42) . While gender is unfortunately largely ignored in Wacquant's work itself (see Gelsthorpe, 2008) , I argue that his theoretical insights help us to shed light on the destructive effects that these neoliberal developments have on the lives of women -in particular single mothers -beyond the effects on their (non)position in the marketplace.
